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INTRODUCTION

The Saskatchewan Watershed Authority’s (SWA) Prairie Shores Progesaistrong
biological approach to conserve native habitat in high priority waterfowbdhat also overlap
with priority landscapes for grassland birds, shorebirds, waterbirds and speisks at

The Prairie Shores 2005-1 program targeted habitats in the Missouri Coteau including the
Chaplin/Old Wives/Reed Lake Complex, the Souris River Basin including the Moosed#ount
Uplands, and the Manitou Lake region of the Cutknife Uplands. Other areas included lthe Quil
Lakes watershed, and the Qu’Appelle River basin including Fairy Hill Marsh20bi&-1

proposal focussed on 1) securement and enhancement of native prairie and wetlasgd Z)abitat
enhancement of native prairie through conversion of cropland to spring pasture and
establishment of rotational grazing systems, 3) management of existingdseative pasture,

and 4) influence of management on private lands through stewardship programs.
Reconnaissance and evaluation activities were completed on 50,000 acres of lanchagedma
by SWA in the Souris River Basin.

2005-1 Program Obijectives
1. Secure 480 acres of native prairie habitat through transfer of Crown land.

2. Secure 1060 acres of habitat through twelve year conservation agreentefdadatvners to
implement cooperative habitat enhancement projects, including 650 acres of crophagrtec
to perennial forage, and 410 acres of native prairie and wetland/ripariart taboigh
establishment of rotational grazing systems and water development.

3. Manage 82,500 acres of previously secured native habitat at Quill Lakes, CHdplin/O
Wives/Reed Lake Complex, Fairy Hill Marsh, and in the Souris River basin.

4. Influence management of 16,800 acres of native prairie and wetland/riparianthatiigi
the Prairie Stewardship Program.

5. Biological evaluation, reconnaissance and coordination to establish the badetioaship
between the historic grazing and haying management regime and waterfonwhemngrassland

bird nesting, to provide information for development of an adaptive management plan for SWA
lands in the Souris River Basin.

Program Results
1. Secure 480 acres of native habitat through transfer of Crown land.

SWA secured valuable breeding habitat for waterfowl and other birds throudierti@ins
Crown land at the Rafferty Reservoir.



2. Secure and enhance 650 acres of cropland through conversion to perennial forage, and 410
acres of native habitat through establishment of grazing systems and walepmevt.

SWA secured through twelve year agreements and enhanced 650 acres of cropland
through conversion to perennial forage. 8 enhancement projects were established in the
Missouri Coteau to convert 650 acres. 413 acres of native habitat in the Missouri Coteau
was secured by twelve year agreements and enhanced by establisftiag&enent

projects that improve livestock distribution by developing fencing and spring pastures f
deferred grazing.

3. Manage 82,500 acres of previously secured native habitat at Quill Lakes, CHdplin/O
Wives/Reed Lake Complex, Fairy Hill Marsh, and in the Souris River basin.

SWA continued to manage 82,000 acres of native habitat at the Quill Lakes, Chaplin/Old
Wives/Reed Lake Complex, Fairy Hill Marsh, and in the Souris River basiropstyi
secured through Prairie Shores.

4. Influence management of 16,800 acres of native prairie and wetland/riparianthadiigih
the Prairie Stewardship Program.

SWA influenced 14,360 acres of native prairie in the Missouri Coteau, 1905 acres in the

Cutknife Uplands, and 535 acres in the Allan/Tiger/Minichinas Hills through theePrai

Stewardship Program. Funding from WHC has been recognized in every edition ofrike Pra
Update newsletter that is distributed to over 1,350 voluntary stewards acrossigaséat on

the SWA website, on the SWA booth which was present at 9 tradeshows between January-
December 2005 that had a total attendance of over 190,000 people, in 25 presentations that were
attended by a total of 795 people, on signage displayed with voluntary stewards and
demonstration project participants, on certificates sent to voluntary stevaadlin literature

distributed to producers.

5. Biological evaluation, reconnaissance and coordination to establish the basetioaghip
between the historic grazing and haying management regime and waterfonwhengrassland
bird nesting.

411 nests of 27 species were located during the 2005 field season in hayland, tame pasture
and native pasture. The number of waterfowl nests remained low compared to 2003, but
waterfowl nest success also declined relative to the highs documented in 20@dioVari
waterfowl nest abundance and success was large among study sites withintyyzds.

Although it is difficult to disentangle annual variation from the impact of managg these
results suggest actions should be implemented that result in increased heighmiségabtie
vegetative cover (e.g. reduced stocking rates, reduced grazing durajionimtcease the
attractiveness and security of nesting cover for waterfowl. Na#istipe provided habitat

for more species and a higher abundance of endemic grassland birds than haylaad or tam
pasture.



6. Partners
Private Landowners, NAWCA, Nevada Game and Fish Department, Wyoming Game and
Fish Department, Province of Saskatchewan, Canadian Wildlife Service,feViHidibitat
Canada.

7. Financials

- See the following table for this reporting period.



8. Map.



